FAMILIES SEARS, GOODMAN AND MAYO OF LEVERSTOCK GREEN
Below are extracts taken from The Leverstock Green Chronicle concerning the above mentioned families. It should be remembered that as I am still undertaking research on  The Chronicle further references could be entered in the future.  If you have any questions about the sources of my information please do not hesitate to call me,  I you are able to help me in a ny way yourselves I would be very grateful for copies of any photographs you think may be relevant, or other material relating to the village.  I would also be grateful if you can spare the time, for any written notes or reminiscences on the various members of the family; who lived where and when, whom they married, when you left the village etc. and any information at all concerning The Rose & Crown, and any other family businesses run in the village.   

I also looked up the family names in the Index of Names at the Herts Record Ofice.  There were no entries under Goodman or Mayo, but there were several possibilities under Sear.   The HRO index lists all SEAR(S), SEER(S) AND SAYER(S) together, as these are known variations of the same name - uniform spelling not really coming into existance until the late 19th century.  Of the many entries listed as being under Gt. gaddesden, Berkhamstead, Northchurch and other local places, only the following were under Hemel Hempstead.  I would not expect any pre 1850 listings under Leverstock Green as the places usually refer to the parish, and part of LG was in Hemel until the formation of the parish of Leverstock Green.

Mrs Barbara Chapman

85, Peascroft Road

Leverstock Green 

Hemel Hempstead

Herts. HP3 8ES

01442 63306.

1759 -1786  There are numerous entries in the Militia List for one(or more) John Sears and Thomas Sears of St. Michaels, with their occupations given as either labourer, day labourer, tasker or ploughman.  Theses could possibly have referred to meant living in the St. Michaels section of Leverstock Green.

October 21st,1826.  -  There was a Sale by Auction at the Blue Boar Inn, St. Albans of various Freehold Estates. This sale included 3 Freehold Cottages and premises situated at Westwick Row.  (From the description I would imagine them to be what is now Westwick Cottage.)

     These cottages made up Lot 2 in a series of 11 lots to be sold by auction by Mr. Page; Landagent,auctioneer and valuer.  The sale was to start at 2 p.m.

     Lot 2 comprised:

                    "Three timber and tiled freehold messuages, situated at Westwick Row, in the parish of St. Michael in the county of Hertfordshire.  With good Gardens, Barn, Pig-sties, Oven, Well of Water and a large orchard, containing by estimation half an acre, in the several occupations of Martindale, Sears and Coleman; at the very low old Rents of £17 per annum.  

Land Tax Redeemed."    

1840 -     The surveyor for the St. Michael's Tithe map was John Goodman of St. Stephen's, in St. Albans.

Like the St. Michael's Tithe map, the map for Abbots Langley was also surveyed by John Goodman,

1866 -Sarah Ann Sear buried HT 25th March, aged 9 months. Lived at Hoblets Orchard 

1867 Ann Sear died May 12th, buried 16th May 1867. Lived at Bennetts End.

1868 Jane Sear buried 26th May, aged 1 year.  Lived at Breakspear.

1869 Maria Sear buried 17th Sept. Aged 65 Lived at Breakspear.

1872 Richard Sear buried 28th July, aged 72.  Lived at Breakspear.

1873 Mina Sears buried 10th March aged 8 weeks.

1887 Sarah Sears buried 21st April aged 75.

July 17th 1893 - What was probably quite an unnerving incident which no doubt gave rise to much local gossip, was recorded in the school log book by Mr. Ford the Headmaster:

"A man named Walter Cook claimed authority to stop the elder boys from drawing water at the well on the green.

Mrs. Ford went with two boys - Ben Briggs and Herbert Mayo - to draw water at 8.50. am.  This man pushed the boys away and also Mrs. Ford.  He claims his right as a Copyholder.  No one had interfered or made such a claim before.

I have written to Mr. John Parrott Bailiff of the Manor of Gorhambury in which manor the well is situated."

A reply was received on July 22nd. [S73]

September 12th 1893 - Once more Mr. Ford recorded the death of one of his pupils in the log book.  Edith Sear, aged 5, had been taken to Hemel Hempstead Infirmary on September 5th following a serious accident (the nature of which was not disclosed), she had died just over a week later. According to the burial register the family lived at Crab Tree Cottage. [S73] 

Memorial in churchyard indicated that she was killed on a gate at Cox Pond. The memorial also indicated Robert Sears her brother, was killed in the same accident.  The same memorial commemorates Mrs. Compton (Grandmother) and Emily Charlotte Foster sister- presumably of Edith and Richard, who died aged 56 in 1936.

July 23rd 1897 - Mr. Ford reported that the Harvest Holidays had officially begun and that:

     "During the above closure Ernest Cole was taken to the Hemel Hempstead Isolation Hospital with Diptheria", and that "Mr. David Sears' children at Crab Tree Cottages were also down with it." [S73

1902 - Coronation Cottages were built in the centre of the village. Several other properties were built at about this time.

The first entry in Kellys Directory for the new century was much the same as in previous years, but noted that the net yearly value of the living of Holy Trinity was now £271, and was held since 1899 By the Rev. Arthur Durrant of Emmanuel College Cambridge.

The post office had lost its postmistress and now had a new sub-postmaster in William Walter Sears. Mr. Sears was also the village grocer.  The post itself was later than it had used to be, arriving at Leverstock Green at 7.45 a.m., although it was still dispatched at 6.20 p.m.  Two new post-boxes had appeared in the area; a wall letter box at Bennetts End, which was cleared at 6.40.p.m.; and another in High Street Green, which was cleared at 9.20 a.m. and 6.40 p.m.

1903  William Sears died Nov. 28th 1903 aged 77.

1905 Eliza sears, wife of William, died Nov 9th 1905 aged 69

1908 - Principal changes in the commercial sector involved William Walter Sears giving up the post office in order to become a builder, and a new Smith in the person of Arthur George Mears R.S.S. The commercial list was as follows:

Jsph. Bailey farmer.Chambersbury   Fredk.Chas. Boatwright,beer retailer

William Charles Child,brickmaker   Thos. Childs,frmr,North End Farm

Sidney Clemow,poultry farmer       Walter Stephen Cook,shoe maker

Thos. Daniel Cox, apartments       Goerge and Herbert Finch,frmrs,Corner Fm.

Percy Garratt, beer retailer       James Hallett,grocer,& post office

James Knox Hart,frmr, Lev. Gr.Fm.  Arthur George Mears R.S.S. smith

David Nicholas,beer retailer       William Parkins,fishmonger

Thomas Perkins, beer retailer      Arthur Seabrook,Leather Bottle & shpkpr.

Arth.Geo.Seabrook, boot& shoe mkr. William Walter Sears,builder

John Smith, beer retailer          Mrs. Eliz. Timson, Red Lion P.H.

William Robert Wright, wheelwright

1910, Kelley's Directory: - The commercial list was as follows:

Jsph Bailey,farmer,Chambersbury     Fredk.Chas.Boatwright,beer retailer

Thos. Childs,frmr. North End Farm   Walter Stephen Cook,shoe maker

Albert Edwards,dairyman             Geor.Albt.& Herbert Finch,frms.Crnr.Fm. 

Percy A. Garratt, beer retailer     George Hallett, beer retailer

James Hallett,grocer & post office  James Knox Hart,frmr,Lev. Grn. Farm

Arthur George Mears,R.S.S. smith    William Parkins,fishmonger

Thomas Perkins,beer retailer        Arthur Seabrook, Leather Bottle P.H.

Arthur Geo.Seabrook. boot/shoe mkr  Reuben Seabrook,hay dlr.Tile Kiln Lane

William Walter Sears,builder        John Smith, beer retailer

Mrs. Eliz. Timson,Red Lion P.H.     David Walters, farmer Westwick

Robert William Wright, wheelwright 

28th October 1914 Death of Hannah Mayo, aged 66.

1914 - 1918    - The years of the First World War. The men of Leverstock Green, like those throughout the rest of the country, rallied to defend their country. Many never came back. Their names are remembered on the memorial  in the village at the junction of Leverstock Green Road and  Bedmond Road. It reads as follows:

                    T. Alderman         H.Biswell

                    J.Biswell

                    G.Brown             F. Charge

                    A. Chisman          T. Childs

                    G. De Beger         A.M.Durrant

                    H. Freeman          F. Freeman

                    G. Goodenough       J. Hallett

                    F. Harrowell        J. Knox Hart

                    F. Johnson          B. Oakley

                    W. Parkins          V. Perkins

                    W.W. Sears          R.H.Secretan

                    H.Smith             F. Taylor

                    E. Thorn            G. Timson

                    W.Webb              H. Woodwards

                    H. Waubruell        B.W. Wright

5th January 1918 - The funeral took place of William Walter Sears, Leverstock Green's builder. Prior to becoming the village builder Mr. Sears had been the village's sub-postmaster and grocer.(See entry for 1902, Kelley's Directory.)  

The Gazette on that day reported:

     "We deeply regret having to record the death of a well-known and much respected local tradesman, who was truly to be recorded as a war hero. Mr. W.W,Sears, of Leverstock Green, whose death occurred last Thursday from an internal complaint, from which he had suffered since last June[sic].  He was unfortunately wounded at Ypres, losing one of his eyes whilst serving with the Royal Engineers, and from the time he left hospital he had never regained his health.  Mr. Sears who was born at Leverstock Green, his family having lived in the village for many years, left there at the age of ten, but later returned, and has resided there during the last 17 years.  Before he enlisted in the Royal Engineers he was one of the Hemel Hempstead Volunteers.  He was also a member of the local Conservative Association.  It seems hard to realise a man of so strong and active a constitution should have passed away  at such a comparatively early age.  His death is a great loss not only in Leverstock Green itself but in the neighbourhood generally. The interment will take place quietly at Leverstock Green today (Saturday).  One of his sons is at present at Sandwich, serving also in the Royal Engineers, but owing to a motor cycle accident whilst serving in France he is now retained for Home Service."

Tombstone states he was born March 26th 1862.

Feb. 1919 - Death of Jesse Sears aged 80 , Feb. 10th.  Death of Harry Sears ( son of Jesse) Beb. 11th aged 39.

1922 -  The entry in Kelly's Directory for this year showed only a few changes.  One which possibly reflected the way life in general had been altered since the war, was that the seating in the church for 404 persons was  now all free. The vicar and parish clerk remained unchanged from 1917, but the other principal offices in the village had undergone change. William Long was now sub-postmaster, and Constable John Major represented the County Constabulary.  The school appeared to be without staff as the position of schoolmaster or mistress was left blank.  There were surprisingly few changes in the list of residents and commercial undertakings. It can be noted, however, that Walter William Sears had succeeded his father William Walter, as builder.  See entry for 5th January 1918.  The directory's entry read as follows:

                              Residents.

Joseph Bailey,Chambersbury              William Beecham, Wood Lane End

Charles Bessant, Tile Kiln              William Chs. Child, Hill Side

Thomas Daniel Cox, Hill Farm            Charles Thomas Drake,Hill House

Rev. Arthur Durrant,Vicarage            Arthur Marston Junior, Bennetts End 

Herbert Secretan, The Dells                                   Lodge

Joseph Turner, Cox Pond                 Percy Webster, Sibleys Orchard.

                              Commercial.

Jsph. Bailey,farmer,Chambersbury        Fred. Chas. Boatwright,beer retailer

Thos. Childs,frmr. Northend Farm        Miss Beryly Dell, dressmaker

Albert Edwards, dairyman                Percy Garratt, Beer Retailer

George, Albert and Herbert Finch, farmers, Corner Farm

Morse and Mortimer Grimwood, market gardeners, French Gardens

George Hallet, Beer retailer            William Henry How, farmer

Mrs. Lilly Jackson,farmer, Bennetts End House (? Ben.End Farm )

William Long, grocer and postoffice     Arthur George Mears,R.S.S. smith

William Newstead, farm bailiff to M T W Allen esq. Leverstock Green Farm

Harry Paradine,dairyman,L.Coxpond Fm.   Tom Perkins, Beer retailer

Arthur Seabrook,Leather Bottle P.H.     Arthur Geo. Seabrook,boot/shoe maker

Reuben Seabrook,hay dlr. TileKiln La.   Walter Seabrook,beer retailer,Ben.End

Walter Will. Sears, builder             Mrs. Eliz. Timson, Red Lion P.H.

William Thomas Toovey,.. farmer       William Robert Wright, wheelwright. 

1922 David Alfred Sears died, aged 80; also his sister Mrs. White aged 35.

1929( More extracts from Kelley's Directory.)

                              Residents

Joseph Bailey,Chambersbury              William Beecham, Wood Lane End

Charles Bessant, Tile Kiln              Will. Charles Child,Hill Side

Daniel Cox, Hill Farm                   Charles Thomas Drake,Hill House 

Rev.A. Durrant,Vicarage                 William Henry How, Cox Pond

John Arthur Marston,Orchard Lea         Richard Morrison, Bennetts End House

Herbert Secretan, The Dells             Percy Webster,Sibleys Orchard

                               Commercial

Jsph.Bailey,frmr, Chambersbury          Fred. Boatwright,beer retailer

Fred. Chas. Boatwright,farmer           Thos. Childs,frmr,North End Farm

Miss Beryl Dell, dressmaker              Albert Edwards, dairyman

George, Albert & Herbert Finch,farmers, Corner Farm

Percy Garratt, beer retailer            Will. Henry How, farmer

William Long, grocer & P.O.             Arthur George Mears R.S.S. smith

Mrs. Ada E. Norris. shopkeeper           George Parradine, beer retailer

Harry Parradine, dairymen L.Coxpnd.Fm.   Tom Perkins, beer retailer

Arthur Seabrook, Leather Bottle P.H.     Art. Geo. Seabrook boot & shoe maker

Reuben Seabrook, hay dlr. Tile K. La.   Walter Seabrook, beer ret. Ben.End

William Walter Sears,builder            Thomas Timson, Red Lion P.H.

Arthur Webber, farmer Lev.Grn. Fm.      Robt. Will. Wright, wheelwright &

                                             parish clerk 

March 6th 1929 Death of Eliza Sears, aged 89.

March 3rd 1930 Death of Nellie Mayo aged 49. ? wife of Herbert Mayo.

Feb. 13th 1932 Death of Jesse Sears aged 91. Wife of Jesse Sears.

1933 - More from Kelly's Directory
                                   Residents

Robert Adie,Denver,B.E.                 Joseph Bailey,Chambersbury

Ralph Henry Barbour,Westwick House      William Beecham,Wood Lane End

Mrs. Bessant,Tile Kiln,B.E.             Mrs. Bridge, The Little Lea

William Charles Child,Hill Side         Archie, Fred. Day,Rook's Nest,B.E.

Miss M.O.Dell,Pancake Lane              Charles Thos. Drake,Hill House

Rev.Arthur Durrant,Vicarage             Charles Lamond Henderson,Ben.End Ho.

Sidney Herbert Lea M.B.Logandene        John Art.Marston,Orchard Lea,B.E.

George Miller,Two Ways                  A.M. Plenderleith,Hill Farm House

Captain Humphrey B. Secretan,M.C. The Dells

Mrs. M. Secretan,Tile Kiln Cottage      Charles James Turner,The Grange

Malc.R.Webster,St. Michael's End        Percy Webster,Sibleys Orchard

                                   Commercial

Marked with * indicates the farm was 150 acres or more.

George Bailey, farmer,Woodside, Bennetts end. Tel. Boxmoor 254X

Joseph Bailey, farmer,Chambersbury. Tel. Boxmoor 255Y

Frederick Boatwright,beer retailer

Frederick Charles Boatwright,farmer

*William A. Bothwell,farmer,Westwick Farm. Tel. Boxmoor 358Y

Albert Edwards, dairyman,Wellswood Farm

George, Albert, & Herbert Finch, farmers Corner Farm

Miss Mary E. Hendry, district nurse, Curtis Road

Miss Kyrke-Penson,Casa Lasata (Hertfordshire Society for the Blind.

Roland Frederick Houston,grocer and post office. 

George Douglas Little,farmer, Westwick Hall Farm

George Arthur Mears,A.F.C.L. smith 

Albert Mitchell, beer retailer

Harry Parradine,farmer,Little Coxpond Farm

James Meads Porter,beer retailer

Joseph Rance, smallholder,3 Coxpond

Arthur Seabrook, Leather Bottle P.H.,Tel. Boxmoor 463X

Walter James Seabrook, beer retailer, Bennetts End, Tel. 355

Roderick ( or Rodney ) Sears, builder

James Sherfield, dairy farmer, Kiln Dairy

William Alfred Skeggs, grocer

MIss Emma Sollaway,shopkeeper

George Frederick Sygrave,refreshment rooms, Fordside

THREE HORSESHOES FILLING STATION : proprietor,Geo.Membery & Leonard F.Wells

Arthur Webber,farmer,Leverstock Green Farm

Robert William Wright,wheelwright and parish clerk.

1933-1936 (Part of a letter sent by Mr. David Clarke who now lives in Oxfordshire and who then lived at Woodlane End Farm.  Referring to the area of Woodlane end farm and Woodlane End itself he said
 "The lane led to a row of cottages, one of which was occupies by Mrs. Sears, who regaled visitors with country wines." 

May 25 1933 Death of Margaret Sears, wife of William Walter Sears deceased. Born 25th June 1873.

1936 - David Clarke who lived at Woodlane End remembers: The lane led to a row of cottages, one of which was occupies by Mrs. Sears, who regaled visitors with country wines.  [S283]

16th May 1936 - The following headline appeared:

 DOUBLE WEDDING AT Leverstock Green

BROTHER AND SISTER MARRY

Foster- SearsSears-Mayo

The double wedding of Mr Alfred V Sears to Miss Beatrice R Mayo, and her sister Miss Una Margaret Sears to Mr Montague George Foster took place at Holy Trinity Church .  The service was conducted by Rev Hill, curate of Boxmoor.  Gazette gave details of both weddings. [Gazette 16th May 1936]

1940 - The Leverstock Green Home Guard was formed. Mr. Robert Isons was one of their number ( he and his wife lived in Curtis Road  until Mr. Isons death in 1995/6), and he was kind enough to let me copy his photograph of the Home Guard, looking very smart in their uniforms.

     Beginning at the left of the back row the members of the Home Guard were as follows: Mrs. Gyse, Bob Fitzjohn, Bert Boatwright,Tom Waler, Bob Isons ( with glasses), Jim Stuart, ? Wheeler, ?, Dicky Blackmoon,Fred Latchford, Cecil Parkins, ? ? Boak, ?, Dick Sears, Tommy Daniels and Beatie Mayo. Starting again at the left of those seated: Charlie Rodgers, Fred Jaques, ?,?, Sydney Isons ( Bob Ison's uncle), The C.O., Mr. Shuffrey( with stick ) Bill Skeggs, Edie Perkins, Albert Daniels,?,?.    If anyone can fill in the  gaps, please let me know.

Feb 20th 1941 -  Death of Herbert Mayo aged 60.

1968 Frank William Sears died aged 59

1969 Ellen Sears died, aged 84.

N.B. Mr. Martin  Sears, over from New Zealand in May 1997 contacted me for above information.  It was his sister Angela Sears who sent the map via Debbie Dix showing all the inhabitants of Lev. Green.  He had visited an old aunt in Sussex aged 88, named Iris Sears.

Mrs. Ethel Mayo of 58 Beechfield Road Boxmoor (tel HH 212946) was his aunt, she married Jim Mayo.  Took her one of my books.

14th March 2004: Death of Douglas George Albert Sears, aged 83. (Lived at Bathurst Road Highfield) – the family hoped to have him buried in his mother, Ellen Sears’ grave at Holy Trinity Church Leverstock Green. [Gazette 17th March 2004 and communications between family, Rev. Cutmore and myself.]

