DEBEGAR FAMILY, LEVERSTOCK GREEN

George deBegar, Widower of the parish of St. Martha Cheriton, married Minnie Woodward spinster of the parish of Leverstock Green.  Their bans were read between August and 6th November, so the wedding was probably solemnised about 12th November 1914.  Minnie would have been about 30 years of age.

1901 census:

	James 
	Woodwards
	head
	m
	60
	 
	Ploughman (horse)
	 
	 
	Herts
	Wheathamstead

	Hannah
	Woodwards
	wife
	m
	 
	65
	 
	 
	 
	Herts
	Leverstock Green

	Emma
	Woodwards
	daughter
	s
	 
	33
	Hat Sewer
	worker
	at home
	Herts
	Leverstock Green

	Minnie 
	Woodwards
	daughter
	s
	 
	16
	Hat Sewer
	worker
	at home
	Herts
	Leverstock Green 

	Alfred 
	Woodwards
	head
	m
	32
	 
	Bricklayers Labourer
	 
	 
	Herts
	Leverstock Green


The First World War 1914 - 1918    - The years of the First World War. The men of Leverstock Green, like those throughout the rest of the country, rallied to defend their country. Many never came back. Their names are remembered on the memorial  in the village ( click on button at top of page to view more details.), then at the junction of Leverstock Green Road and  Bedmond Road. It reads as follows:

                    T. Alderman         
H.Biswell

                    J.Biswell

                    G.Brown             
F. Charge 

                    A. Chisman          
T. Childs

                    G. De Beger        
A.M. Durrant

                    H. Freeman         
 F. Freeman

                    G. Goodenough   
J. Hallett

                    F. Harrowell        
J. Knox Hart

                    F. Johnson          
B. Oakley

                    W. Parkins          
V. Perkins

                    W.W. Sears          
R.H.Secretan

                    H.Smith             
F. Taylor

                    E. Thorn            
G. Timson

                    W.Webb              
H. Woodwards

                    H. Waubruell        
B.W. Wright

8th May 1915 - Further announcement of those who had joined up was seen in the Gazette:

SERVING THEIR COUNTRY

The following is the third list of men serving with the colours, making 51  in all

S Beger - Kitchener’s Army
15th May 1915 - A further and somewhat confusing list was posted in the Gazette concerning those who had joined up. Confusing because many of those listed had already been included.

SERVING THEIR COUNTRY

The following is a further list of men serving their king and country from Leverstock Green making a total of 54 of about 750.  Several of the names should have been on previous lists

G de Beger - Kitchener’s Army
14th October 1916 - Leverstock Green correspondant (? Rev. Durrant) was feeling very pleased with his village:

A PROUD RECORD

The Military Cross has been awarded to  Second Lieutenant J Bessant son of Mr & Mrs Bessant of Leverstock Green .  Out of four officers who live in this village, three have been at the front and all three have won the e MC this year.  Leverstock Green is certainly trying to do its bit.  Over 80 our of a population of 750 having joined the colours, voluntarily and 7 have laid down their lives for their country.  They are W Johnson, B Oakley, Sergeant Smith, G de Beggar, H G Biswell, G Goodenough and T Aldenham.  Several others have been wounded and two have been discharged from ill health contracted  whilst in the army.  We regret to hear that private  J Bisnell whose brother  H G Bisnell was killed in action, has been missing for some weeks.

The women of the village have tried their best to help; the output of one of the working parties is 800 articles the other is also responsible for a large number.  A war savings collection has been started, and about 50 cards have been taken up.  The neighbouring farmers have been very pleased with the way the  women have helped them on the land about 24 have enrolled since ?Easter, when required three girls have taken up dairy, poultry and general farm work permanently and are doing well.  27 women have earned the green armlet which is given for 30 days work on the farm,  and can be obtained through the District Secretaries of the Herts Woman's War Agricultural Council.  This is a good record for women, by far the greater number of whom have never worked in the field before.

1st June 1918 - The Gazette included a picture of Bernard Wright in their Pictorial Roll of Honour. It also reported the following:

WORKING PARTY

The number of garments made by the Leverstock Green working party since war broke out is now 1080, 505 being mostly pyjamas, and 585 knitted articles.  Some of the latter were made by the school children.  As the members were nearly all working women with homes to look after this is a very creditable performance.  The material is given by the Red Cross Society.  The village is small so there are very few member, of these 11 have gained the badge given for good consistent work by the Red Cross namely: Mrs Bedford, Miss Bloxam, Mrs Clarke, Mrs de Begar, Mrs Fountain, Miss Hobday, Miss Ingham, Miss Morley, Mrs Sears, Mrs Secretan, Mrs W. Woodwards. [Gazette 1st June 1918]
Saturday 9th April 1921 - Leverstock Green’s war memorial was unveiled.  

GALLANT 28

_______

LEVERSTOCK GREEN’S TRIBUTE

_________

TO ITS FALLEN HEROES

Erected by the united efforts of the villagers the Leverstock Green War Memorial was unveiled on Saturday afternoon in the presence of practically the whole of the inhabitants  who thus paid worthy homage to the gallant 28 of the village sons who sacrificed their life in the service of King and Country in the Great War of 1914-18. Leverstock Green is not a very large village  but its population of some 640 souls will gaze with justifiable pride upon the column of Cornish  granite standing predominantly on the village green, and in this tribute to the everlasting memory of their heroes of the war they have left nothing in default.  The column is mounted by a grenade and in the centre of the column  is a Crusader’s sword in bronze.  Unfortunately owing to the high cost of materials the first intention of having a bronze grenade could not be carried into effect, but nevertheless the memorial worthily serves its purpose, and the site is the best that could be chosen, an ideal one for here who  passing through the village could fail to observe that Leverstock Green has not forgotten.  The design was an original one by Mr.. Arthur Green architect, late of Bennetts End and it was carried out by messieurs Mence and Finn of St. Albans.  The stone sculptor being Mr.. Alderton of Harpenden.  The unveiling ceremony was most impressive, being performed on a  typical April afternoon, when the sun vied with the water laden clouds for supremacy.  It was a happy choice by the committee to invite that well known and popular soldier Lieut. Col. Lovel Smeathman DSO MC
 whose gallant association with the local regiment is an everyday story.  To unveil the memorial shortly after 3 o’clock the Rev. A. Durrant Vicar, and a procession of Choir boys wended their way across the green from the parish church, and taking their stand by the memorial opened the service with the hymn “Stand Up Stand Up For Jesus” and the Vicar led the assembly in prayers.  psalm cxxx “Out of the deep have I called unto thee” was read in  alternative versed by the Vicar and the people and the Rev. Durrant most impressively read the lesson from Wisdom III 1-6.

Leut. Col. Smeathman then unveiled the memorial and said that the honour of so doing had fallen to him, principally he thought, because it was his pleasure, perhaps, more that anyone else in the district, to share the joys and sorrows of the men who went from that locality to the Great War.  He would, before proceeding, read the names of the 28 men who had been killed on their countries service.

Thomas Alderman

Harry George Biswell

 John Biswell

  George Brown

Frederick  Charge

Thomas Childs

Alfred Chisman

George de Beger
Arthur Michael Durrant

Frank Freeman

Herbert Freeman

George Goodenough

James Hallett 

Frederick Harrowell

Frederick Johnson 

James Knox Hart 

Benjamin Oakley

Victor Perkins

William Parkins

   William Walter Sears 

Reginald Herbert Secretan

Henry Smith

Frederick Taylor 

Edwin  Thorn

George Timson

Walter Webb 

Henry Woodwards

Herbert Waubruell

B.W. Wright

Proceeding Leut. Col. Smeathman said those were the names of the 28 men who from the parish fell during the war.  They with others, who happily had come back, went cheerfully and willingly and

NONE WAS CONSCRIPTED

The population of the village  was about 640, and that was a record of which they might be proud.  It was said and thought that such  memorials as this were not necessary, and certainly during their lifetime it would require no mention to remind them of what these men had done to help England the freest country in the world, but the danger being in that the generations to come might forget the heroism of our soldiers, and the speaker said to those who mourned the loss of a dead one he would say one word They knew  that if they were here and the same circumstances arose again they would do the same again.






[Gazette    May 1921]

11th July 1934 - PICTURESQUE WEDDING AT LEVERSTOCK GREEN

The Gazette reported on the wedding of Miss Gladys DeBegGar,  and Edward William Keen of Hillfield Road Hemel Hempstead  at HT church on Wednesday afternoon. The couple were both well known in the village, Miss De Beggar being an active member of church.  The reception was held in the Leverstock Green Parish Hall. [Gazette 14th July 1934]

Saturday 18th November 1938 - Funeral of Mr. Percy Webster

The Funeral of Mr. Percy Webster of Sibleys Orchard took place on Saturday at Leverstock Green Church.  The Rev TA Binns Vicar conducted and the church was well filled with residents of the village and other friends, who thus paid a last tribute to one highly estimated in the village.

The chief mourners were: Mr. Malcolm & Mr. Bernard Webster (sons; Miss Isabel (note sp) Webster (daughter); Mr Peter Webster (Grandson) Mrs RW Charles (sister), Mrs Judith Rust (niece), Mrs Morton-Palmer (niece), Mr. Keith Webster (nephew), Mr. & Mrs Derek Webster (niece & nephew), s Mrs Godfrey Whitfield (niece), Mr. Archie Malcolm, (nephew), Sister Thomson, Mr. William White, Col Carrington Sykes, WS Pennefather,  (Clerk to the WC of Clockmakers), Mr. Livingston Bailey, Mr. Butt, Mr Fairgaves, Mr. Frank Mercer ( Deputy Mast of WC Cl)  Mr. John Murray,  Mr. Harry Murray, Mr. David Black.

Among those present were Mr. & Mrs George Anson, Mr. & Mrs Day, Mr. Terence O Sullivan, Mr. C E Hinton, Mr. Harry King, Mrs Brigginshaw, Miss Annie Long, Mr. J Herkes, Mr5 Hill, Mrs Binns, Miss Durrant.

Mr. WA Ayres (representing Leverstock Green school),  & Mrs Ayre, Mrs Greenwood, Miss Palmer, Miss Mortimer, Mr. & Mrs Wright, Mr. W Wright Jnr, Mrs Collins, Mrs Seabrook, Mr. & Mrs Parkins, Mrs & Miss de Begar, P.C. Goddard, Mr. Henston, Mr. Skeggs, Miss D Cox, Mr. & Mrs Woodward, Mr. Ison & Mr. W Ison, Mr. C Ingham, Mrs Mayo, Mrs Latchford, M, Mr. Mardell, Mrs Lee, Mr. Filed, Mr. Ed Smith, (representing Messers Christies)

`
 

�Lovel Smeathman was one of Hemel Hempstead’s foremost Solicitors, and appears to have had a close association with Leverstock Green residents both socially and professionally. At this time he and his wife lived at South Hill in Hemel Hempstead and there hosted a rerun of the Leverstock Green Pageant in September 1920.


�Spelt Wombwell in the Gazette though as above on all documents and the memorial.


�This name  was not included in the Gazette list but does appear on the memorial.





